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~~ SPARKS, THE MARITIME CAREER OF
GILBERT V. LEVIN

At my sonR o naddrsstanturging, and having outlived my youthfulnedshaveat long lastdecided

to set down my recollections of my career a segoing radio operator A S pia th&k Wnited
States Merchant Marinduring World War Iland afterwards | call this aficareey éven though
time-wise it spanned only a little more than three years, because it provided more adventure and
- ~  pragmatic education than
r : —— careers.Wartime restrictions proscribed keeping a
~diary or carrying a camera, so much has been lost,
- and much has been altered by time. Any ernors

~ this accountare not intentionalonly omissions are.

- Fortunately, llong ago recorded skeleton outline

- of my maritime trips which list ensures the

. accuracyconcerning owhich ships | servedvhere

' they went,and on what datesThis was constructed

- from my official ships papers issued at sigff

- times. The rest| record from memoryas recalled

~ over the72 years intervening since my enlistment
in the U.S. Maritime ServiceNumber Z475638.

. The grainof salt you take as you read this should be
large  enough to encompass unintentional
 embellishments and alterations, neuron plaque
induced lapses, antthe justmentionedintentional

: .

Me in 2015 -

Ll

omissions. Nonetheless, the basic events and )
impressions recountegrovide a reasonablyg

accurate account of my sgaing experience Buad
perhaps enough to win you toward a mariti
life.

It all started innocently enough. Beptember §
1941, having gr aduat ed fr o
Forest Park High School that Juheprolled in .
t he Johns Hopkins gl
engineering program. Pearl Harbor w
attacked three months lateThe war powers
deemedcollegegraduated engineersital to
the war effort,so we were all deferred to continue schdol get our degrees, and then enter the
armed forces Johns Hopkins University: Gilman Hall



| joined theHopkins ROTC, marching around the campus nny officer pinks, carrying avw1

Springfield M1903 rifle | d ilikek thé regimen, and founil impossible to learn how to take my

Springfield apart and put it back together (However, on trget range, | did become a

i Ma r k®. mmfarthering the war effort, Hopkins decided to eliminate summer vacation, go on

three terma year, and to start classes at 8:00 a.m., double daylight savings timeuyehrl lived

at 1630 Moreland Avenue, across town from the University. | had topget 4:00 a.m.real time,

to gulp breakfast, and catch the Number 13 stregfosnrg Eas on North Avenue to Howard St,

where | transferred to the Number 32 bus to thi 3hd Charles St. campussoing out for the

lacrosse team after class meant | arrived home just in time to gulp dinner and do the several hours of

homework each nighgeting to bed about midnightlt was a struggle, but, not éwing better, |

just kept going.
N
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Notice of Classmcatlon Card
March, 1944, when | was in my junior year, Uncle Sam dedmatkededusimmediately degree
ornot Hopkinsagr eed. My poem, Al d&m a Nervous Wreck
with the facts but accurately depicts the moobtot having fallen in love with Army procedures in
the ROTC, and beingdlargic to wallowing in infantry mud, snchoice was tgoin the U.S. Navy,
which promised to let us finish schooceiving Navy salaries all the whilafter which wewould
be commissioned as Navaff©ers. Myneighborhood an#iopkins buddy, Ray Smith, in the same
dilemma, agreed with me, and off we wéndb e n | i st 47 progtamfer coNege/syudents V
It promised to let us complete our degree at some university it selected for us, and then to
commission us as ensigns in the Navyassed the physical exam. But Ray flunkedause of the
Cokebottle glassesénhad to wear to see anything.



I'M A NERVOUS WRECK FROM HOPKINS TECH

It seems as if they've got me in their claws.

For every time | go to sleep | dream of bugle calls.

| feel the hot breath of the Army hard upon my neck,

And if something doesn't happen soon I'll be a nervous wreck.
They took away my dear IlA (the dean, he wrote a note).
Repealed it just like that (I'd like to fix that stinker's throat!)

Next day | got a postcard, a little brown one, oh you know.
Short, sweet antb the point. It came to make me go!

They told me to report to Hopkins (the hospital this time).

They didn't even send me fare, not a blasted dime!

At eight o'clock | crossed the doel never saw so many boys!
They filled the room and jammed the hallsd made a lot of noise.

The nurse, she waved a "needi&"was the biggest sword you ever saw!
She grabbed my arm in a hammerlock and took the cutlass in her paw.
Three times she stabbed, three times | flexed my muscle.

She cursed and stamped and swdiéget that damned corpuscle!"
Fourth time around she caught the thing and drew it from its lair.

She cleansed my arm with a cotton swab and said | needed air.

| was guided to another room and there removed my clothes.

The doctor felt my pulse, ntyeart- counted fingers and toes.

There was a cannon by his side and he suddenly pulled the firing pin.
"If you can hear the report, my son, | can safely say you're in!"

So | sit here brooding day by day and take an awful beating!

Waiting, waiting for thatittle note, the one that starts with "GREETING."

At that pivotalmoment, an exlassmate, Moe Burman, who had dropped out of Hopkins after his
first term and joined the Merchant Marine, came home on a brief lddgaecounted how he had

gone to Merchant Marine Academy at -tdf, glamorous San Mateo, and graduated as an
engineering officer. He had immediately signed on a merchant ship as Assistant Third Engineer, and
gone to sealn his resplendent blue uniforma@nted withgold braid andsilver insignia, he regaled

us with the wonderful adventures he had had in various ports in the Mediterranean, Red Sea and
Indian Ocean. He opined that the Maritime Service, which ran the Merchant Marine during the War,
would nd be so persnickety about eyesight. Choosing to stay with Ray, | accompanied him to the
Maritime Service recruiting officeThe MD exami ni ng me s avandtpgefiHey ,
into this outfit?Why not join theArmy? ®n the other hand, he snapgpe up Ray, AYouor
to stare the enemy toadétt e denbdoneWebbtinsighed upa r e
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Identification Card for Merchant Marine Training at Sheepshead Bay, NY

Off we went on the squangheeled Pennsyania Railroadfrom the BaltimorePennStation tothe
34th Street Station ifNew York City.
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1940s Pennsylvania Electric Railroad from Washington to New York

Then,by subway and elevated trainBor o o k| ynés Sheepshead Bay, boot
Ser v iPepsi Colahitsthesp&@,i x f ul | we e kTBvice asa mueth for b wipebteo, a | ot
PepsiCd a i s t he Isangmyanprovsationyrotie,Pépsiradio jingle, because our

shoulder patches closely erabled the Pepsi logo.
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Peps i 6esml888tmthefl940s, strongly resembling our Sheepshead
Bay shoul der patch. Sheepshead Bay was

And six full weeks it was, full o€alisthenics, swimming, divinglJasses on seamanship and rowing
around in lifeboats.At the end of the program, we were given aptitude tests to see what type of
sailor we should become. Surprisingiyen though | had been pronounced tone deaf by mijcpub
school music teacherkdid very well in distinguishing Morsearle sounds. Ray qualified also, so
we both decided to appfpr admission tdhe U.S. Maritime ServiceRadio Academytwo of which
wereoperaed under the U.S. Maritime Administratipore atHoffman Island New York, and the
other at Gallups Island, Boston

Both of us were accepted aassigned t@&roup 5R athe Hoffman Island Radio Academy (HIRA).

After a weekend home, we took thenge Pennsy Railroad New York,but nowextending our trip

by going to South Ferry and boarditige Staten Island Ferrthen takingg he A T o Orolleyd v i | |
and finally, the Hoffman Island launch to get HIRA. Shaped like #&en-plus acrebenzene ring,
manmade Hoffman Island sits at the ooth of NY Harbor, so much so that one end of the
submarine net protecting the harbor was anchored tieiseng <arcelyten feetabove the water,

the island was first used tpuarantineEllis Island immigrants deemed too ill for entry. Just before
thewar, it was revivedyy the U.S.M.Sas a training station.

Even though resh from the rigors of Hopkins, wieund the studiesrequired effort to master.
Colpitts oscillators and Armstrong amplifiers were new to e pitied our classmates to who

Ohmbs Law, c i r c u-finger ryle faralatro-mdymreticfiorber (EMF)were new. My

code aptitude propelled me to become one of the fastest Morse operators in the class, something to
cause me a serious problem latdtost weekends we could go home to Baltimore, take the Sunday
evening train back, and sl eep on the Sastt en |
went back and fortluntil time to leave for the 6 a.m. launch to the Island. That is, exoefte

time | caught the mumps and had toysjaarantined not at Hoffman Islarout at home for a week.






Most of the class was oldand more sophisticated than we were. They spent their weekends in

New York. Upon returning to base, they regaled us with tales of sexual exploits with those City girls,
the majority of which, | am sure, wephantomsof delight. On occasion| elected to stay on the

Island on aveekendo visit New York. There | went to partigavited by former Hopkins students,
then at Columbia University, working on somet
what it was. Someotherinterestng things happened during our stay at Hoffman Is. Most exciting
was the 10dnile-an-hour hurricane that hit us one day dasted through theight, threatening our
dormitory and nearly putting
the island under watet

went outside briefly to test
it, and found kcould notfall
down facing into it. That
convinced me to stay inside,
where several different
kinds of prayers were being
offered. Then, there was the
gunnery practicéwe

learned to shoot 3 in. and 4
in. cannosand 20 mm
automatic guns whitwere
on most merchant ships)
when nearby Swinburne
Island frantically called to
report we were shelling
them.

Our Superintendent was
Captain Harry Manning,
latdy skipper of the S.S.
President Roosevelt, B

original,  but replaced ~ :
navigator for his friend, A e

Amelia Earhart for her fatal . =

flight, and future Captain of
the S.S. United States....ﬂ-m
Manning was also a friend
of the champion boxer;
Benny Leonard, whom he
had visit the Island andg
demamstrate  his  skills.™®
Manning then instituted #
boxing lessons for us, which _ &
cost me a chipped togth G. V Levin learning celestial navigation in New York harbor
which | still carry with g | T ,
me as amemento of our

training. Despite his limp from a nedatal airplane accident, Manning played tennis every



morning. His onstant opponent was a blagkrollee from Jamaa named Ed anBeverhoudt. Ed

was a great tennis player, andriegularlybeat the Captain. One day | suggested he lose now and
thensoasnottoincurthee r i nt endent 6 sAslengadichan bieNeot whaiyn, I
he did. We all loved him.

Captain Hérry Manning: Commander of Hoffman Island with Amelia Earhart

While attending the Hoffman Island Radio Academe learned of the invasion of Normandy on

June 6, 1945, bay. | was caughbetween two emotions: it sure would be nice if the war ended
soon and | could get back to Hopkins; but, also, gee, after all this, it would be a shame not to see the
world. Not to worry, | did both.
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Hoffman Island Group 5R Class Graduation Photo

Thatdb s me, f r o;Ray Smithwearaosv 2t feom left

Our graduation was celebrated with a 4ytl dinner on the Island. Everyone was shined and
polished. The Superintendent brought his lady. One of our gang had misbehaved and was assignec
mess duty as a waiter for the event. Toward the end of the grand evening, he brought coffee to
Manningds table, tripped and spilled the hot

t hings wer e not i mproved b yily hisked thrduQh his teetin.i t ! ¢
Nonetheless, we all were graduated the next day, and assigned to take the FCC test to qualify as &
Licensed Radiotelegraph Operator, a necessary achievement to go to sea as such.

Ray and | both passed, and thereby earnedeatificates and our beautiful navy blue uniforms with
goldwarrant officerstripes.We wer e now freshly minted ASpar ks
operators since Marconi first madethpossible. Our FCCGsuccessfugraduating class drew straws

to see who would report to New York, Baltimore or San Francisco in order to obtain & diap:.

New York and Ray drew Sdfrancisco, but we easily traded those for Baltimore.
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(TO BE RETAINED BY THE SEAMAN)
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SERIAL NUMBER

ESSE 038
(NS

- BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING.

Certificate of competency as a Merchant Marine radio
operator from the officer in charge of marine inspection

Early December,1944, found us sitting nervously in the Baltimore office of the American
Communication Association (union)Ve joined the uniongot our dues books and paid for the first

stamps to be put in them.

Locar Memserstip Book No.........

Date member first initiated. . ... 7"/{, 19#(

belonid)

Date member reinstated if
membership not continuous............ s 1905

Date and place at which
tbisbookwuisaued..“.“.ﬁf..:..?,.., l9..yé

V/,

""" (sicnaTuRe 2 IssUinG orrican on pELoAs)

Y
of local to which member

NATIONAL Book N&3.1.5 ().
g
£
5
L

Marine Department
.

Note—This book is void unless signed

oot o £l

This Membership Book issued by the
International Office of the
American C ications Association, C.LO.
5 Beckman Street, New York 7, N. Y.

’ 412 ﬂ,‘ F/
President

AmERICAN COMMUNICATIONS Association, C.IO.

by member and Local Sec'y-Treas.

(MEMBER'S

is a member of District Local No.. .

This is to certify that—

>

ol £

Union Membership Book for the American CommunicationsAssociation (C.1.0O)
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Ist STRIKE “-” :
QuarTER st Ist st ronp || TUNOR i Ist Ist st
QuarTeR QuarTER Quarer . ,28¢ 8o ‘p QUARTER QUARTER QUARTER QUARTER
£ | |
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QuarTer QuarTer Quarrer ‘&f %”0 7_ QUAN:TIR QUARTER QUARTER QUARTER
22 o = = e
UARTER : 3 3 30 3 3ro
Q QuarTER QuarTEr QuarTER X iﬁg Qu:‘;m QU::m QuARTER QUARTER QUARTER
o
4t 4H
FUND,
Quarter Quarrez gt e in s R ot it 4 4 4
QuARTER QuarTER QUARTER : ZA QuATER QUARTER QUARTER QUARTER QUARTER
%!ﬂ '
1946 1947 1948
1949 1950 1951 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951
ks sndol. 1946
R fods2-YL LICENSE DATA SEAANs Cotmmcire Ge TomeheArion TRANSFERS
2 i 1. From District Local . ..................
% Radiotelegraph—Class No. No.Z Date issued to Diistrict Local......................
< s Request for transfer approved
yd W T HS D ok Tt Cey Port By T e BB ...
F Pad s-2-44 Radiotelephone—Class No. By Local...... on ceea 190
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 2. Froem Diicict Local
Date of Issue City 2 e e e
B e to Distic Loal....... s
Radiotelegraph—Class No...... S ey ol
S By BrToan. ... 00 cmms mrenns B
Date of Issue City ; By Local, ;... omovsansnmins e
Radiotelephone—Class No. SOCIAL SECURITY 2 me_ Pk:ria Loal o
to District Local 50 .00 ool
Date o Tase City N ; Dats il Request for transfer approved
1 ByLotal..... 08 sccenernes ...
SEAMAN PASSPORT By Local...... on ) :19 -
No. Date of Issue 4. From District Local . ...................
; to District Local. ......................
COAST GUARD IDENTIFICATION CARD | Request for transfer approved
BEonul.c. o Oy sl 9.
No. P 3
' e By Local...... on.. e T 1P
Date Issued Expires

| paid union dues plus 25¢ per quarter for the strike fund

The local AQA president wagoe Rubinwho never went to sea during tleatirewar (thereby fully
gualifying to be AdmiWe asked biffiwhethdriRay d@pd lenight €hip ouNa v y )
together. He said therewas br and new Victory ship, the Tov
Fairfield Yard which wasjust signing on its crew. Radio operator positions vesalable to both

of us. We immediately accepted (you could turn down the first two available ships, but had to take
the third). Taking Balti mor e staeldevard, boarded he we
ship, and met Captain Melvin V. Mundy, whabviously doubtful of the ability of these two

ANi RDeatyy Wonder s, @appmowca tsh A fligpedscoin gave Ray the 2nd Operator
spot, leaving me as 3rd, both reporting to thee€CRadio OperatqgrFrankGrosser, an okime, pre

war career radio operator, stemming from the era when he hadwimle andcarry his ownradio
receiver,cans(headphonesind mill (typewriter).

Thus, on December 8, 1944, we signed articles beforétinger. The Towanda Victory sailed

under the flag of the Black Diamond Steamship Corporation, but like all U.S. merchant vessels
during the War, was operated by the U.S. Maritime Administration. It was a lean operation, with our
crew totalingjust 48 men In addition, we carried a U. S. Navy Gunnery Officer and ten Navy
seamen as an Armed Guard to operate the fore and aft cannon and the machine guns in the port an
starboard gun tubs. The Armed Guard was separately housed in an aft deckhouse, aely we rar
mixed. For comparison, whehe U.S. Navyoperated its own Victory or Liberty ship as part of the

fleet, a complement of some 250 officers and masinstalled
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The ship was a beauty, our quarters were fewen though | hadot share mine with the Army
Security Officer aboard to guard the cargo, and we happily made our home there. Just before we
sailed, the Mayor of Towanda Pennsylvania, for which our ship was named, came aboard to bid us
Godspeed. He gawege, usomelr 2@hopo6sol ubed books
made a Ilittle talk. I remember only that h e
meaning Athe place where we bury our dead. 0

World War II Victory Ships
Named for American Cities

SS TOWANDA VICTORY

FOREVER

Named for the City of Towanda, Pennsylvania
Launched November 11, 1944 by
Bethlehem-Fairfield Shipyard, Inc.
Baltimore, Maryland

First day cover honoring the ship and the city of Towanda, PA

(@)}

-going days!d See, bne neurbngustdriggers the next, m

hat ng
I 6d better jot down the memor

t s a |lo
and | fee i ke |
The Towanda Victoryas beingoadedwith carga | think | recall tanks, other military equipment
and one or two locomotives placed topside. In those days loading was tedious even though we had
the benefit of the yardobés cranes. Stuff most
aboard and lowered into the holds for proper stowage. There were no huge containers (which |
claim to have inventedhile studying the problem at gethat make loading so swift today, so we

di dnot set sai l unt i | December 18.

| stood the first watch othe beautiful, spanking newessel, settling into my comfortable swivel
chair, putting the cans on and practicing on the mill in front of me. | turned on the receiver and
began listening.l quickly picked up traffic from landbasedmarine communicationsadio stations
WMH (Baltimore, Maryland), WSL (New York), WCC (Chatham, Massachusetts), WOE (Lakeland,
Florida), and even statiomghose call signs begamth the letter G (Great Britain).
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stham, Massachusetts
Dle County

4 WCCIWIM in O 1922+ b
= Built by Marconi in 1914 = ' -~

: "}ite of WCGGKhatham Radio Coastal Station N
L % v -

-

-

. "
WCC: The commercial marine radio station in Chatham, MA

That 6s al | |  cTmnsmiding dvas forbidders sincelit cosild betnay our position to the
enemy. We listened especially hafdr three minutest onequarter and threquarters past every
hour, tuning to the international distress freqyen€ 500 kc, hoping not to hear any SQsut
prepared to alert our captain if we did

Soonafter we left the dock, FranBrosser came into the radio shack to see how things were going. |

wel | remember him telling me reattdpgingcoad, if ypueven o w g
hear our secret war call broadcast, come get me immediately. Even the best of new operators can
freeze up when they hearthe s hi p 6 s sgoHedher hung his podket wasch gnd chain

on one of the knobs of tliemnsmitter and left. | had a nice big clock built into the radio equipment,

s o | idhtficsti &bw why he did this. About half an hour later, barely in the Chesapeake, |

knew. As | watched this pendulum appear to swing back and forth in reqpanset he s hi pods
roll, my stomach began to respond to the unsetthigthm.

Soon, and repeatedly, | had to go to my cabin next door to the shack and use the plumbing.
Knowing that seasickness is no excuse for dereliction of duty, | went back toatignstand
completed my watch with my head on the deskankiGrosser was unsympathetic when | declined

to come to dinner. Not only did | decline that dinner, but scarcely ate anything but crackers and
water for the rest of the teay voyage.
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Radio operator console on a Victory Ship

Just to get rid of the seasickness issue, | will treat it separately right here. After not eating for ten
days, | decided | would sign off the ship in our European destination and join the Army right there.
But then it dawned on me, if | survived the wiawould still have to take a ship to get honto, |
decided to give it another shot, and make the return voyage. Same thing! Virtually no food for the
12-day return trip. | lost 20 pounds over the fiijg n d | had b estingoeami cbkenfaonreec
joining up. When | got home on leave, my father and sister hardly knew me. Going back to the
ship, | faced the dilemma again: sign on for another trip or join the Army. Aside from the
seasickness, | had really liked the ship and the trip. Give it @me try! Magically, | was never
seasick again! Nor on that trip, any subsequent trips, nor during the 50+ years | sailed the
Chesapeake in small vessels under all weather conditions. In fact, | got to like the rolling and
pitching and wonder why | evegot sick in the first place. So much faral de merback to our

story.

Departing BaltimoreDecember 17we had no idea of where we were going. Wartime secrecy

prevailed. A strange thing happened to rtfat night on ourway down the Chesapeakdt had
nothing to do with my seasickneds1 the middle of the night,awoke in great feathinking we had
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just beentorpedoed | hadvivid visions ofaterrible explosion in the side of the ship, followed by
flames heading toward me in my bunk.was so real|] nearly panicked, but managed to stay put.
In the cool light of morningl, thought it throughand decided | had been cowardly and foolish. | put
that fear behind me, and ever after, even under real attack, | regarded my ships asiseifgei
homes, and never had aagecurrence of that nightmare. You really do get to put your trust in your
ship, and think of it as a very secure and comforting haven.

Reaching Norfolk, w paused todrome part of aGship convoy We wereprotectel by destroyer
escortsand daily aircraft flyoveras long asve were within their rangef@r about three days)On
December 18, hen we sailed into the open Atlantic, Captain Mundy revealed that our destination
was Naples, Italy.

Melvin V. Mundy wasnot your normal (actually none were!) wartime Merchant Marine skipper. He
had been in World War I, and not on a ship, but as an Air Corps fighter pilot! In fact, he flew
wingman to Captain Eddie Rickenli@d One evening on the bridge wing, Mundy sdidtthe had

done much of the fighting that Rickenbacker got credit for, but still spoke highly of Eddie. And that
ainoét al l & lvasQhief MMteai theyRobin Mdoy sunk by German oat 69 May 21,
1941, which almost catapulted us into WWII themundy was among the small group who had
gone aboard the boat to talk with its Captain, who, in German, said he would torpedo the Moor in
20 minutes. Mundy and his group quickly returned to their ship, but Mundy had scarcely climbed up
the ladder whem torpedo hit. He fell to the bo&0 feet below breaking his jaw, which had to be
wired togetherwhen he finally got medical treatment following his resedier two weeks of
drifting in the lifeboat. The wiring was such that his jaw moved sidewatygrrthan up and down,
when he spoke.

Flash forward again to our trip. Soon after our first nightfathe Atlantic Captain Mundy ordered

the Towanda Victory to steer abruptly soutlefying orders andbreaking away from the convoy.

He expllanowdhowlthose sub captains think, and |
then plied the South Atlantic on our own, during which trip | claim to have saved the ship. How?
Remember, | mentioned that my hot code ability got me into trouble? thslivas it, but | still

mai ntain that my Atroubl edo made me a hero. St
routinely listening to BAMS (Broadcast to Allied Merchant Ships), which several times a day
broadcast general information, such asther, to our ships at sea. | suddenly heard our secret war

call, meaning that a coded message meant for our ship alone was to be sent at the end of the general
broadcast. Of course, it came just at dinnertime, when | knew The Chief Operator was in the

Of ficersd Mess. I al so knew ledgenbyatldowever,rl wassd me
certain of my ability to copy the message, so why bother the Chief? Dumb! But, sometimes dumb

pays.
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Robin Moor’s
Chief Officer

Is Commended

Sketchy Chart Used By
Officer Mundy To
Steer Lifeboat On
Course To Africa

(By ROBERT ST. JOHN)

Capetown, Union of South Af-
rica. —(AP)— The Robin Moor's
chief officer was praised today by
the last saved passengers of the
torpedoed American freighter as
the man who brought them to res-
cue after 13 days in a wave-tossed
lifeboat.

He is Melvin Mundy of Bethle-

hem, Pa., who steered a lifeboat
load of passengers—three of them:
women and one a 2-year-old boy—.
by a sketchy chart he copied from ;
his captain's map, and was at the
rudder when a British rescue ship
was sighted,

That ship pleked up two other
boatloads and landed here Iast
night with all of the missing from
the Robin Moor—35 passengers
and crew members feared lost af-
ter the Brazilian ship Ozoric pick-
ed up the fourth boatload of 11
survivors June 9.

The survivors sald that luck of
the sea—not any wireless notifica-
tion of their plight by the sub-
marine—saved them. The officers
and crew members who boarded
the submarine declared positively

it was German.

Had German Accent

All agreed that the submarine’s
officers and sailors who spoke used
good English, "but with a German
accent.”

There was disagreement, how-
ever, as to identifying marks on
the submarine. Mundy said a red
bull's head was painted on the
conning tower. Second Mate Rob-
ert Taylor, whose father lives In
Hollywood but who is not related
to the movle actor, Robert Taylor,
sald he saw under the bull's head
the word “Taureau’—French for
bull, Another crew member -~aid

(Continued on page 2, column 1)

{Continued from page 1)

the word palnted thete was “La
Touche

Crew anid pastengery Were givep
20 minutes extended grudgingly
to 30 minutes -to get nto  life-
hoats 1t was stated A torpedo
way fired Into the Robin Moor and
she sank 18 minutes later und-r
shell fire from the submarines
deck gun

In the 13 days that followed
untll rescue June 3 little Robin
McCultough, son of Mr and Mis
Robeit W McCullough  was the
only one who enjoyed himsell e
seemed to like the 'long  boat
ride,” and coced contentedly at
the ‘pretty fishes —sharks whitn
followed the boat - passengers
sald

He alone could stomach the
hardtack, part of the meagre ra-
tions aboard the lifeboat Here in
a hotel room last night the 2-vear
old still clutched a dried biscult
and sald repeatedly *“Robin want
tack ”

Took Complete (harge

Ben M Cohn of New Haven,
Conn, en route to Africa to man-
age an American-owned theatie
said that Mundy despite a broken
ankle suffered while going to the
submarine, took complete charge
of the paasengers when he return-
ed from his futlle effort to dis-
suade the wubmarine commander
from sinking the Robin Moor

“We had no sea chart in our
hoal * Cohn related, “but Munly
made a rough copy of a chart the
captain carried in  another life-
boat while the two craft  bobbed
up and down beside each other in
the rough sea

“On this crude map he carefully
plotted our course When we were
finally rescued the captain of the
ship which took us ahoard exam-
ined Mundy s chart and found he
wns less than 10 miles off in his
final position ™

Mundy waid he saw the aub-
marine s blinker light shortly after
4 a m May 21 and answered,
identitying his whip as “Amerlcan
steamer Robin Moor "

The aubmarine ordered a boat
fent Mundy injured his ankie
dropping into the boat which took
him to the submarine He snld
bandages he was given aboard the
submarine bore German trade-
marks

“It was obvious x x x to all of
us that the submarine was (er-
man ' he sait “All the men even
those who spoke distinct English
- did so with a decided German
accent .

Mundy anld he was asked In e
tail about *heavy machinery’ and
“motors’ {in the Robhin Mocrs
cargo and that he replied ‘he
freighter carrlied only such cargo
as automoblle parts and pleasne
car engines,

|

Our Captain Melvin V. Mundy was a hero after the sinking of the Robin Moor

| waited for the special message, which was broadcassixudigit groups of mixed code
(combinations of seemingly random letters and numbers), rather than plain language as were the
general, innocuous messagdssoon suspectedwas getting into trouble as | flinched a few times
copying on the mill Justwhen the mgsage was complete, Fra@tosser popped into the shack

fresh from dinner | told him | had just copied a coded message. He biftgtedme for not
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having called him, and then went to get the Captain, who quickly entered cahginigp secret

code book, MERSIGS (Merchant Signals), which, with its periodic updates, contained a word for
eachsix-d i gi t ofitheanixedaode broadcast. The Captaid the Chief quickly went about
decoding the message | had copied. As | said, all code groups contained letters and numbers. Well,
it just so happened that | had mspied some groups, all of which by sheer coincidence translated

into numbers. Andwhia number s! The message went semet hin
------ long.,-------- lat., at------- gmt, following you on course-----. At ------- gmt, change course
to -------- , and maintain for------- hours. Thenchange course te-------- and proceed until
intersecting original course. o The Captain t
greased for you. oo BAMS was broadcast again i

operators were copying. We then dded the message, but, obviously, it was too late to act on it. |
contend it is likely the Germans had our code, and wasted their time looking where we were
supposed to be. So, | saved the siNphe of that helped my seasickness, nor gained me any
sympdahy.

Seasick or not, Il knew we were not going to ha
would be a happgnough Neww e ar 6 s i f we |j ust Accerdingliégeare@mpr al t a
celebration to a poem,ingihbthvieve Roundés on Me, 0 e X

THIS ROUND'S ON ME
*k%k Part 1 *kk

New Year's comes but once a year,
Ain't it a shame we gotta spend it here ?

*k* Part 2 *kk

One New Year's | got hit in the cranium

With a beautifully flowering, thirefloor pottedgeranium,

But even that was a hell of lot more sanium

Than spending New Year's dugre in the middle of the Madranium.

*** Part 3 *kk

But | can think of lots worse places yet,

So why get upset?

| could be lonely and starving far-off Tibet,

Or on the ramp at Minsky's getting trampled to det.

*k%k Part 4 *k%k

Happy New Year! May tomorrow bring the joyful refranium,
"Yipee! We Medit- terrainium!"
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We safely reache@ibraltar on the morning of Dec. 28, having speoalm Christmas at sea. | will
never forget our arrival at fAthe Rock! 0 It w
Moon refused to desert the sky. The Sunds di
spectacularbrightly coloredfir el i gi osi t yo pTae @aptaimwent asmoret dné | s k
thought he would be sacked for having left the convoy, but he came back apparently unscathed. The
next day, we left, again alone, for Naple&fter a wary trip, we arrivedanuary 2n the new year of

1945. The city had just been liberateahd sunkerships filled the harborA terrible odor of decay

and rot was everywherélNe threaded our wathrough the wreckag® an improvised dock, where

we were cautioned to beware of air midThe enemy was retreating northward, but was still
fighting. Soon after docking, | felt hungry for the first time since leaving Baltimore, and raided the
mess room lockestocking up againstuffeing seasickness agaam the voyage home

We were inNaples unloadingusing our own kingposts, winches and booumdil January 18. The

prime benefit of being a radio operator is that the radio shack must be locked securely while the ship
is docked. Thus, we were free to explore as much as we tatedade aware that there might still

be Nazis or hostile Italian troops aroundNonetheless) went ashore frequently, taking in the
damaged and stiitanding sights. People everywhere, mostly small boys, were trying to sell all
kinds of shabby merchandijsacluding theirnot-so-shabbysisters. | think | escaped bodily injury,

or at least robbery, when such a young urchin offered to sell me gold jewelry very chetply.
beckoned andi followed him until he turned up a narrow, crooked alley, and | theideé@gainst

going any further. | turned and went back despite his insistence that | come with him just a little bit
further.

Napleswas really a sad town, so | decided to go to Florence. Iddtzhide on a Jeep driven by an
Army guy. We gotto Florence after a harrowing drive endangered not by the enemy, but by our
driver screaming over the partially destroyed roads, many above sheer dliflayed at the
AthenaeunHotel. Several weeks beforay arrival GeneraMark Clarkglorified the hotelvhen he
entered itby driving his jeep up thdlight of entrance steps and through tjlass doors into the
lobby.
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Present day V|ew of the Athenaeum hotel in Florence, with glass doors replaced

The hotel was in good shape and even had a recreationaperating. The ltalians were very

friendly to the American troops who were everywhdreemember playingpingpong with a

beautiful little, blackhaired Italian girlwho spokegoodEnglish The game was interrupted when a

second lieutenant decided tentove the panties from a blondaired cutie nearby. She resisted

strongly, hurling the unforgettable epithet at him while grabbing back her pditms,are similar

to shit!o Not bad for I1tinglish. Anyway, it wi
| remember staying at the hotel several days, and playing a hg@pong But | was still too

naive to take advantage of it, and shernescared me away from ping pong by telling me she wanted

to marry an American and go to the U.S.

The shops in Florence had merchandise, and | bought presents for my sister. | had been told back on
our ship, never pay the asked price for merchandisgyal bargain | went into a fancy shop and

found a lovely pair of white, elbovength leather gloves for my sistétvelyn | asked the price,

and it was high. Nervously, | countered with a price only about ten percent IGhersalegirl

burst out &ughing, and loudly said real fashion shops do not bargain, eliciting laughter from another
salesgirl. Thoroughly embarrassed, | hastily paid the price asked, seized the package as soon as it
was wrapped, and fled. Anywalgyelynloved the gloves, and em wore them.I then went to the

Ponte Vecchio, and roamed through the exquisite jewelry stores. Nothing was cheap, but | did buy a
few nice things for my relatives. | bought a sily#itbox for myself because it was pretty, never
realizing | would evetually be using It

After three days, | got a ride back to Naples antdaarded. On January 18, 1945, we left Naples.

By then the Axis had pretty mucheen driven outf Italy, and we knew we would win the war. In
a buoyant mood, we arrived backGib January 21. Nonetheless, we kept an eye owtrfemy
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planes, probably directed from La a Spainwhich wasin plain viewjust across the bay from the
Rock, andwasthe known lookout of the Germans spying on our Mediterranean ship movements.
Unmolested, weformed into a convoyhe next dayand started for home. However, the convoy
soonpeeled off to head north toward the English Channel, and we continued westwardAdtene.

a calm trip, we arrived in New York Harbor, sailing right past Haffirisland, on February 1.
Sealing the radio shack, Ray and | took the familiar route to Baltimore, flush witloféigay. |
dondt yet wa rcantertiaus igseetof Menchtard Mdrire pay versus Army or Navy pay,
but will address that grogand net) misconception later.

Discharge from the first trip on the Towanda Victory

| was a returning herdout treated as walking wounded because of how thin | had become. My
father, in particul ar, made every effort to f
like my brother Ben, who hathenbeen in Australia servings a pharmacistith the A r m yL58h

Johns HopkinsGeneralHospital Unit for three years. | had a wonderful time home, visiting
relatives, friends and dating in my regal unifornhenjoyedall this for about two weeks, then Ray

and | railroaded it back to New York, where t@h signed articles for another trip on the Towanda
Victory. This time, | was Second Radio Operator, and Ray was Thiebruary 18, 1945, our
heavily loaded ship left New York in a large convdye then learned we were going to Havre,

France, to deler war materiel for our troops plowing across France and entering Gerridungy.

trip, CaptainMundy obeyedrders and maintainedur assignegbosition in the rows and columns

of ships. Protective planes swooped over us a couple of gawh day until we were too far off

shore. Then, we relied solely on the several destroyer escorts and one destroyer accompanying us
Of coursewe carried our U.S. Navy Armed Guard of 11 sailors who would operate the cannon and
guns in battle. Howevehaving watched them at target practice, | was not too comforted in our
ability to fend off an attackDuring one of their practice sessions during our first trip, when we had
been sailing alone, | had challenged the Gunnery Officer, laughingly ofteringhp overboard and

be a target for five dollars. He got quaenoyedand seemed about to throw me overbasdhe
target,with or without the bet.
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